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By way of introduction

We hope you enjoy this first issue of the Bryker Woods Herald, newsletter
for members of the Bryker Woods Meighborhood Association (RWHA). If you
have suggestions, corrections, letters or would like to contribute,.please
contact editor Mary Jenkins at 477-5562. We haven't exactly determined
how often this newsletter will be published (Mike Curry's suggestion of
bi-weekly was hastily rejected), but the general intent is once every two
months unless an important issue arises soomner.

The nameplate at the top of this page (called flag, in newspaper parlance)
was designed by Bill Korbus, associate professor of journalism at UT
Austin, former art director for the Nebraska Educational Television
Network and winner of many design awards. Bill very generously donated his
time and talents to design the flag, We appreciate it!

Gocd zoning news: Planners deny change to "O"

Our latest battle to preserve the residental nature of our neighborhood

concerned the property located at 3404 Glenview, owned by Jay Johnston.

Mr. Johnston had applied for a zoning change from "A" residential to "O"
office, originally with the intention of selling the property to a group
of doctors.

The doctors indicated that thev no longer were interested in the property,
but Mr. Johnson decided to proceed with the application anyway. Members
of BWNA strongly opposed the requested zoning change because 1) office
use would increase the traffic and parking nroblems on Glenview, Jefferson
and 34th 2) increased traffic posed an additionmal hazard to children
walking and cycling to Bryker Woods Elementary School 3) a grant of this
application would be an adverse precedent for future commercialization of
the 3400 block of Glenview and &) commercialization of the 3400 block

of Glenview would have a severe impact on the surrounding neighborhood.

To support our position, BWNA prepared a written, bound presentation
(contributors included Irene Pickhardt and Ed Berlage) for the Planning
Commission. It included color pictures of the neighborhood. We also
presented a petition which included 114 sienatures of area residents
and property owners. Importantly, we had the support of the owners of
more than 20 per cent of the property within 200 feet of the tract in
question. Approximately 15 neighbors attended the Planning Commission
meeting June 14, 1983, The commission recommended to the City Council
that the application by Mr, Johnston be denied. The vote was 6 to 3.
Voting to deny the application were Commissioners Simms, Schenkkan,
Nuintanilla, Jackson, Martinez and Butler. --Mike Curry.

The bad news: It's not over

After two postponed hearings, the Johnston zoning application matter has
been set for hearing on Aug. 11, 1983 at 4 p.m. before the Austin City
Council. Please plan to attend if possible. To avoid a wasted trip

(if the meeting is postponed again) contact Mike Curry on Aug. 10 (Wed.)
to determine if the hearing is actually going to take place. Mike's
phone number at home is 453-7512.

(over)



A note of thanks

Presenting a petition to the Planning Commission really helped. Our
thanks to Gary Aitcheson and Roxanne Smith, Jon Dekanter and Lou Apn
Lindley and Susan Ingelking. Those who wrote letters to the Planning
Commission included: Edgar Hunley, Katy T. Bailey, Melinda Ferrell,
Johnnibell Andrews, David Overton, Joyce Basciano and Otto Heideke.
Another round of thank-you's to those who came to the commission meeting:
Irene Pickhardt, Tom Cowan, Gary Aitcheson, Mila Dailey, Stuart Henry,
Lisa Curry, Fred Schmidt, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Bennett, Marjorie Hershey,
Jack Levy, Mrs. S. S. Townsley, John Volz and Barbara Sarles. We also
appreciate Sh@ Cowan's contribution to the written presentation, and
Rachel Kolberg's thoughtfulness in providing copies of the City Council
agendas.

Our special thanks go to Mrs. Doris Wiley, owner of the property now
leased to Burger King, and to the Southland Corporation (owner of the
7-11) for supporting the neighborhood by providing very important
signatures to our petition. Mrs. Wiley's parents operated a grocery store
years ago on the approximate site of the Burper King. She was born and
lived in the neighborhood for many years and accordingly understands our
desire to keep it residential. (If we have left anyone out of these
thank-you's, please let us know.)

Sighing over siemns?

Have you noticed that Bryker Voods is filling with business signs? And
portable signs, lighted signs and even flashing signs? Do you know that
some of these signs are in violation of the City of Austin sign ordinance?
All it takes is one phone call (you can remain anonymous) to have a city
inspector visit the site of the offending sien and take action.

Some general guidelines for determining violations: Portable signs should
be set back 25 feet from the property line (and the property line does not
necessarily mean the road or sidewalk--it can be farther back). Offices,
gift stores, book shops and anything else zoned ""0" for office may not
have free standing signs; those sipns must be replaced by the owner. No
sign or billboard may obscure or interfere with traffic signs or interfere
with the view of the driver of a motor vehicle.

Suppose you see a sign that might be out of place, but you're not sure.
Here's what you can do: Write down the address of the offending sign.

Call the City of Austin planning department at 477-6511, extension 2320
and say you want to report a possible sign violation. You will be given
an inspector to talk with. Tell him or her the address of the business.
That's it! If you're curious about what happens in the case, you may call
the same number about a week later to get an update. Remember, the city
doesn't have enough staff to police every neighborhood for sign violations.
That's the job of the neighbors.--Irene Pickhardt.

Future BWNA meetings: Watch the Statesman

A date for the next meeting of the executive committee of the Bryker Woods
Neighborhood Association should be set this week (July 25-29). All
members, not just the executive committee, are WELCOME to attend. The
date for next month's meeting--the executive committee plans to meet
monthly--will be announced in the Austin American-Statesman. Look for
Barbara Mueller's '"West Austin'" column in the Neighbor section of your
newspaper, or call Mike Curry to find out. Then come join us!

Suburbanization blues

Where once I walked/ In bosky dells,/ Today a shopping/ Center dwells./
What once I called/ A garden spot/ Is now an asphalt/ Parking lot./

I know such chanee/ Brings shopping ease--/ But I liked it better/ Just
with trees.--Robert Gordon (submitted by Irene Pickhardt).

(Please see next page)



I'd never join any club that would have me as a member...

But I made an exception in the case of the Bryker Woods Neighborhood
Association and I hope you will too, if you haven't already. If you have
joined, please pass this newsletter and membership application form on

to one of your neighbors who might be interested. Many neighbors don't
know about our group and many of us members have been remiss in our recruit-
ment duties.

Some interesting facts from Mike Curry: As of July 7, 1983, BWNA member-
ship totaled 110 households. OQOur best guess, at this point, is that this
figure represents almost 20 per cent of the households in the neighborhood.
This indicates tremendous interest and concern when you consider that we
have been in existence approximately four months. For maximum effective-
ness, we need to enroll every interested neighbor.

Special membership incentive

If every member of BWNA can get one new member, we will double our member-
ship. To assist us, the West Austin Neighborhood Association (WANG)

has generously made the following offer: 1f you join WANG (annual dues of
$5) they will donate the membership fee to us. In other words, new
members can join both WANG and BWNA for $5, and BWNA gets the money.
Anyone already a member of BWNA can join WANG for an additional $2.

Mike Curry has WANG application forms for anyone who is interested. FYI,
WANG is a neighborhood group whose boundaries encompass an area about five
times our boundaries. It serves as an umbrella organization and supports
us in our battle to preserve our neighborhood. WANG, for example, wrote

a letter supporting us in the recent Johnston zoning matter. That letter
went to the Planning Commission members.

Want to get involved?

We need volunteers to help with the newsletter (contact Mary Jenkins);

to serve on the fund raising committee (contact Mary Lou and Wayme Walther) ;
to serve on the by-laws committee (contact Mike Curry); and to serve on

a historical committee charged with compiling a history of the neighbor-
hood (contact Mike Curry).

FYI: Members of the BWWJA Executive Committee

The remaining members of the Executive Committee chosen recently are:

President: Michael Curry, 3307 Bryker, 453-7512, W&74-5573.

Vice President: Irene Pickhardt, 3311 Bryker, 451-6320.

Treasurer: Fred Schmidt, 1714 W. 34th, 453-3401.

Secretary: Edwin Berlage, 1708 W. 34th, 452-8585.

Block Chairpersons: Gary Aitcheson & Roxanne Smith, 1511 W. 30th, 476-5470,.
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jenkins, 3101 Glenview, 477-5562.

Neighborhood Group Liasion: John Volz, 2700 Jeffersom, 477-2408.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (please return to 3307
Bryker Dr., Austin,

BRYKER WOODS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCTATION 78703 with annual
dues of $3.)

MName: Tel. no. home:

Address: Work:

I reside or own residential property within the boundaries of BWNA.

I volunteer to do the following, if needed:

Telephoning other neighbors Getting petition signatures
Calling public officials Executive Committee Member (monthly
meetings)

Attend Planning Commission and Council meetings

Other: Nothing at this time, but
call in an emergency.

Date: Signature:




