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SUMMER. a success!
I hope that everyone is having a wonderful summer. At least
we have had cooler temperatures and more rain this summer
than last. Since our last newsletter was published we have had
“Picnic on the Parkway” and our annual July 4th Celebration,
brought to us all by our enthusiastic neighborhood volunteers.
Many thanks to all of you, volunteers and participants alike,
for making these events successful. Bryker Woods still remains
a relatively low-crime area, thanks mainly to neighbors looking
out for one another and reporting suspicious activity. These
events are a great way to meet all the neighbors.
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Another great way to get to know your neighbors is to set up
a Neighborhood Watch Program on your block. If you are interested in this program, contact Neighborhood Safety Chair
Derick Miller at austinrecumbents@gmail.com.
The Austin Police Department has a yahoo group anyone can
join at groups.yahoo.com/group/centralwestdr to receive important announcements, safety tips and ways to work with the
APD to reduce crime in our neighborhoods. The APD has promoted and/or reassigned our District Representatives. Good
luck to Officers Schouest and Gray in their new assignments
and welcome to our new District Representative, Ofc William
Harvey, who can be reached at 974-8123 or William.Harvey@
ci.austin.tx.us.
The APD Central West Command encourages us to participate in the following activities: Highland Mall Safety Fair,
Saturday, August 21st (near Dillard’s); National Night Out on
Tuesday, October 5th and The Central West Commander’s
Forum, October 12th, 6:30 to 8 pm at the McCallum High

School Cafeteria, 5600 Sunshine Drive. National Night Out
has become a Bryker Woods tradition with music by neighborhood musicians, lots of food and prizes and the opportunity
for all ages to have fun.
There’s more to look forward to this Fall. TxDOT will complete the repaving of MoPac between RM 222 and Lady Bird
Lake by the end of September. They are using a new Permeable
Friction Course (PFC) which promises to reduce road noise
and provide better traction in rainy weather while reducing the
overspray created by vehicles. In addition, the MoPac Improvement Project itself continues to roll along as the State begins
the environmental study phase of the managed lane project.
This project will provide sound walls along Bryker Woods’
western boundary. All this is most welcome news to those of
us living close to MoPac.
The City Council passed a Residential Remodel Ordinance in
June that defines “remodel” vs “addition” vs “new construction”. In the past neighbors have been upset when a residential
“remodeling” project allowed for the near total demolition of
a house that was then replaced by a much larger new one. It
seemed that the City’s permitting staff was not using common
sense. The real problem was that there were no clear guidelines
for staff or the homeowner/developer. Now there are. Restoring (or adding onto) older homes is “greener” than demolishing
and rebuilding new structures. Be sure to read about a future
restoration just outside our neighborhood boundary on Wooldridge Drive (Edward Tasch’s article on page 4).
The Central West Austin Neighborhood Plan is going through
the final approval process (be sure to read Michael Curry’s update on page 3).
Sometime later this Fall, BWNA will have its annual meeting.
We will be sure to pick a weekend that does not conflict with
UT’s home game!
Stay safe and have fun,
Joyce Basciano, President
Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association

www.brykerwoods.org
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Bryker Woods
Neighborhood
Update Plan

KEEPING
IN TOUCH
by Edward Tasch

The Bryker Woods Neighborhood
has several electronic news sources, each specializing in a different
type of delivery technology. You
can subscribe or simply visit occasionally with your web browser.
Each of the environments excels in
a different type and means of communication. The Bryker Woods
Blog (brykerwoods.typepad.com)
delivers the latest neighborhood
news and events via web or RSS feed. Think of this as the
Bryker Woods Neighborhood bulletin board where you can
view the latest posting of news. An advantage of a Blog is
the ability to subscribe to news feeds via an RSS viewer. RSS
makes it possible for people to keep up with their favorite web
sites in an automated manner that's easier than checking each
website manually.
The Bryker Woods Yahoo Group (groups.yahoo.com/group/
BrykerWoods) facilitates communication between Bryker
Woods residents via email and/or the web. This is a traditional email distribution list (aka LISTSERV) and the current
number of subscribers is almost 200 neighborhood resident
email addresses. By subscribing you can post or deliver email
messages to other listserv subscribers. The delivery of email
can be managed via the tools provided by Yahoo Groups. You
can choose to receive email deliveries (“digest mode” is an option) or you can view the email via the web. In other words,
tools have been made available that permit you to get email
messages on your terms, when and how you want.

by Michael Curry

How can these computerized communications help build a
strong neighborhood? Here is a recent prime example of the
threads from which our wonderful community is woven:
______
Dear Neighbors,
My friend Charlotte's cat was hit by a car yesterday around
32nd and Beverly Road. The cat then hid under a neighbor's
house where my friend couldn't pry her out. When she came
back to check on him, the cat was gone.
I am attaching a photo of the cat. He has a collar and a name
tag, "No Pants" He has a white body with tabby markings. If
you see him or if you can catch him, please email Charlotte
or call me.
Thank you for being on the lookout for this injured cat,
Elif on Beverly
______
Dear neighbors,
Beverly seems like a quiet street but sometimes it is not. Our
black kitty was killed by a speeding driver on Beverly last fall.
A neighbor(?) saw the car hit our cat and continue on without stopping. She did stop and scooped up our precious "Bo"
rushing him to Dr. Biele's office.
I do not know who this dear person is who tried to help (the
vet said she was too sad to speak), but if this reaches her--I
would like to sincerely thank you for your kindness and enormous heart. I am hopeful with the kindness in our neighborhood, we will find "No Pants" kitty.

At this time the Bryker Woods neighborhood is also considering the use of Twitter (twitter.com/bwna). Twitter is free
service that lets you keep in touch with important neighborhood news via your cell phone or mobile device. Join today to
start receiving Bryker Woods neighborhood “tweets!” Does
the Bryker Woods neighborhood have a Facebook page? Not
at this time; however, if a Bryker Woods neighborhood Facebook presence can be of help facilitating the delivery of neighborhood news, we will create!

Linda on Beverly
______
Dear Neighbors,
Good news: No Pants came out from hiding last night and is
under a vet's care.
Claire on Beverly
______
Note from the Editor: No Pants Kitty is recovering safely at
home thanks to diligent, loving neighbors!

www.brykerwoods.org

The Neighborhood Plan went before the City
Planning Committee in June. Our neighborhood’s primary focus was City Staff’s attempt to
override the community’s decision and rezone
four properties on W. 35th St. to mixed-use zoning. Among our expressed concerns was that rezoning these properties now, as part of the neighborhood planning process, would eliminate any
meaningful input by our 34th Street neighbors
into the propriety or configuration of a future
mixed use development. Under current site development regulations a mixed use project could
be as high as three stories and include a parking
garage at the rear. The Planning Commission
agreed with the community and has recommended a denial of Staff’s rezoning proposal. The Plan
was scheduled to go before the City Council on
July 29, 2010. Check the BWNA website for updated information at www.BrykerWoods.org.
For those who are looking to become more involved in our community, we have an opportunity:
consider serving on a neighborhood committee.
Our current groups include Safety, Social, Zoning,
Neighborhood
Planning, Beautification, and
Newsletter Delivery. Your time
commitment is
only as much as
?
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ties throughout
L
the year to get
involved. Contact Bill Woods
at Osote3211@
Gmail.com for
more details.

BETCHA DIDN’T
KNOW…
Bryker Woods is home to one of the oldest trees in Austin. The
beautiful Live Oak behind Bryker Woods School was officially nominated to become the City of Austin’s “TREE OF THE YEAR”. Listed in 1976 as a City of Austin “Heritage Tree”, the Bryker Woods
Live Oak is in excellent condition and has been well cared for by
both Bryker Woods Elementary School and AISD. At one point a
giant steel post was installed to support the tree’s massive leaning
trunk. This Live Oak is old enough to have provided shade to native Americans and early settlers residing along the banks of Shoal
Creek which runs behind the school. Currently the tree’s grand
canopy provides shade for the children and staff at Bryker Woods
Elementary. Next to the tree is an array of solar panels, a rain water
cistern and the school’s organic garden. Having seen much change,
this mighty oak tree symbolizes the resilience, gracefulness, tolerance and generosity for which Austin in known.

New Restaurant!
The spot where LeMadeleine restaurant recently closed its doors (34th
and Lamar) will reopen in October as Café Eccell, a pizza and wine
bistro. Go to www.CafeEccell.com for yummy details!

Kindergarten Kiddos
Call To Action
Attention All Incoming Bryker Woods Kindergarteners! You are
invited to a playdate on Saturday, August 14th from 9am to 11am on
the Bryker Woods playground! Siblings welcome. Questions? Contact
Lisa Render (Charlie - K, Hank - 2) lmrender@rocketmail.com or Sue
Yang (William - K, Alex - 2) 627-2111.

National Night Out
Save the Date for Tuesday, October 5th for another fantastic neighborhood social event!
www.brykerwoods.org
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Neighborhood Home
to Receive a Facelift
by Elizabeth Cash
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Splitrock has been in the same family since 1945. Jayne Klein,
who purchased the house with her husband Joseph that year,
passed away in July 2008. Their daughter Judie Tasch and her
family now own the home. The Tasch family is beginning
their restoration of Splitrock by replacing the front porch
with a design closer to that existing the 1940s and removing
the carports. These changes will make the façade of house
once again more visible. The work will take place over the
next couple of years.
Splitrock was designated an Austin Historic Landmark in
2004. Because of this, the Tasch family has been working
with an architect and meeting with the Historic Landmark
Commission to receive a Certificate of Appropriateness for
the restoration plans. The Taschs have long been an advocate
of historic preservation. Judie Tasch and her late husband Al
F. Tasch previously restored a German immigrant farmstead
in Gillespie County, and their son Edward Tasch is a board
member of the Austin Heritage Society, and the Brykerwoods
Neighborhood Association.

Did You Know that
Shoal Creek...

path below Splitrock along Shoal Creek

serves as a home to many kinds of critters from
Fish, Turtles, Foxes, Raccons, Armadillos and
Herons? Throughout the year sightings of Bald
Eagles, Boars, Deer and even a Coyote have been
reported.

original front of house facing Shoal Creek

Splitrock, also known as the Burns-Klein House, at 2815
Wooldridge, is the oldest home in the Bryker Woods and
Pemberton Heights neighborhoods. Built in 1893, it predates the development of the neighborhood by 30-plus years.
Its owners are planning a restoration effort intended to take
the house closer to its original appearance.

Learn more about the creek, its history and all
things nature in central Texas by participating in
the Bryker Woods Nature Club. Find out more
at bwnatureclub@yahoogroups.com

The house was built by Scottish immigrant and stonemason
Thomas F. Burns. Burns immigrated to Austin to work on
the railroad and married a few years later. He eventually became a successful businessman, operating the Capitol City
Marble Company on Sixth Street.
Originally, Splitrock faced Shoal Creek. The 1912 photograph of Splitrock shows its early façade, when it faced the
creek, while another photograph from the same era shows
a recreational opportunity offered by the rustic trail along
Shoal Creek near the house.
The home was reoriented in the 1920s, when Wooldridge
Drive, then known as Splitrock Avenue, was developed.
The home is rectangular, with a hipped roof. It was built
following a traditional center hall design, with three rooms
on each side of the hall. Bedrooms were located under the
tall roof upstairs. The east wall of the center hall was enclosed in 1911 when a bathroom was added. In the 1920s,
porches were added to the east and west side of the house.
A workroom and storage area was added to the north end
of the house in the 1950s. Austin’s first in-ground, free-form
swimming pool (not made by forming and pouring concrete)
was added in 1953. Despite these changes, the house has
maintained its original roofline, siding, and windows on the
north, south, and west sides. Also of interest, the tenth largest tree in Austin, an ancient live oak and official Austin
Bicentennial tree, grows next to Splitrock.

under oak tree looking east

BRYKER WOODS
SPIRIT WEEK
AUGUST 1 - 8!!

actual “Splitrock” and swimming hole (area of existing
Janet Long Fish crossing)

www.brykerwoods.org

A Bryker Woods neighbor has opened a delicious, healthy cafe at the
Triangle and wishes to support our neighborhood by donating 50% of
all Snap Kitchen “Signature Salads” proceeds & 15% of the rest of
the menu items back to the Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association.
Support your neighbor, neighborhood AND your own health by visiting
Snap Kitchen often! www.SnapKitchen.com

www.brykerwoods.org

Cooking Corner
Aunt Carol's Pancakes

Recipe submitted by Thomas Carnegie, 5
2 Eggs (beaten)
2 c flour
2 1/4 cups milk
4 tsp baking powder
1/4 c Butter (melted)
1/2 tsp. salt
1 1/2 Tblsp. Sugar
Mix and sift dry ingredients. Add melted butter, beaten eggs and milk. Beat until batter is
smooth. Bake on greased griddle on top of the
stove or on ungreased electric griddle. (Preheat griddle. It is ready for baking pancakes
when a drop of water bounces hard and then
disappears.
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What Your Real Estate is TRULY Worth?
by Celeste Cooke Hubert

&YQFSJFODFEOFJHICPSIPPETQFDJBMJTU
BOE#SZLFS8PPETSFTJEFOUTJODF

Mention this ad for $20 off your first visit!

Hillary Bergman
Therapeutic Massage

The Hubert family bought our 1789-square-foot home in
2003 with the idea that we would live there for a few years,
then move on to a larger house. It was the perfect size for
our two-year-old, soon followed by her baby brother – until
they grew and GREW! Visiting family began to have to stay
in hotels.
In the meantime, we fell in love with this neighborhood.
Minutes from my husband’s office, directly on the hike-n-bike
trail, within walking distance of pools and Central Market,
the location was ideal. The neighborhood night out party,
July 4th Parade and occasional lemonade stands were a huge
bonus. We realized that the greatest value of our land was
not the house on top of it, but the people who surrounded us
every day. We decided to stay put and add on an upstairs.
The immeasurable worth of good neighbors was realized during the mammoth storm the evening of the last day of school
in June. A huge hole had been made in our roof and it appeared to be well covered by a tarp – until Mother Nature got
excited. The wind blew, the floodgates of heaven raged open,
and a neighbor in Rosedale reported collecting over 300 gallons of rain from this one storm.
I happened to be with my neighbor three doors down, who
tore me away from a lovely glass of chianti to check on our
roofless house. Sure enough, water was dripping down my

dining room wall!! Despite the driving rain, my neighbor
bolted back to her house in her cute dress and sandals, her
8-year-old son in tow, to return with a plastic bag full of
dry towels and big buckets. Not soon after, the tarp COLLAPSED and that 300+ gallons gushed like Niagra into our
wooden floored hallway. My husband was on the roof, holding up the tarp so more water didn’t rush in. My neighbor
handed up a rubber mat and I stood on the roof and bailed
water with her plastic sand bucket until the storm settled
down. She watched after our little boy, called our contractor,
and stuck by me, drenched and cold, until help arrived with
wet-vacs and industrial fans.
When I finally got back in the car that evening, I had a voicemail on my cell phone. It was another neighbor, a lovely widow in her late 70s, who saw the tarp a’flapping and offered to
help any way she could.
This is a true story of what your Bryker Woods real estate is
REALLY worth, my friends. Anybody can live in a house.
True wealth comes from knowing the people that inhabit
a home, and how they share their lives with those around
them. How blessed are we to be neighbors!
Love your neighborhood? Share your story! Email Celeste
Hubert at Newsletter@BrykerWoods.org with articles, pictures or news.

Specializing in chronic pain relief

1510 W. 34th St #206
hbergmanmassage.com
512-921-8500
Texas Massage License #033887
www.brykerwoods.org

www.brykerwoods.org
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Neighbors Helping
Neighbors: Faith in
Action CaregiversWest Austin

houses grow with us

A young Mary Jo Hindman moved with her mother from Paris, Texas to the Bryker Woods neighborhood in 1959. Now
eighty years old and still a resident of the neighborhood, she
recalls encountering a quieter yet slowly growing Austin back
then. Upon arriving in her new city, she quickly landed a job
at the local dime store Winn’s and worked there for many
years as a cashier. “I could easily walk across Lamar Boulevard
back then,” but traffic on that road and others that surround
the neighborhood today makes her wince.
Back in 1959, she and her mother joined her uncle who had
moved down to Austin to join the University of Texas as a
language professor and who taught Spanish, Italian and Portuguese. From a family of Italian immigrants originally from
Naples, she learned to cook from her grandmother and mother, and delights in sharing the joys of red sauce and “noodles”.
Her aunt ran a children’s daycare for many years out of their
family duplex on Oakmont, a home in which Ms. Hindman
still lives. Although the daycare closed its doors many years
ago, surprisingly Ms. Hindman still receives phone calls inquiring about the daycare, which had a well-established reputation. Occasionally, she’ll even receive a visit from former
“students” of the daycare who have fond memories of their
time spent in the little duplex.
Her older relatives now gone, she and her feline companion
“Blake” continue to enjoy living in the cozy Bryker Woods
neighborhood. Now using a walker and slowed by painful
arthritis, Ms. Hindman has been assisted over the years by
Faith in Action Caregivers-West Austin. Since 1994, volunteers from that group have taken her to doctor’s appointments, the beauty salon and helped with her grocery shopping. Ms. Hindman has met many kind FIAC-West Austin
volunteers over the years and developed
warm friendships with them.
Faith in Action Caregivers-West Austin
is a local non-profit organization that
provides support service to older adults
in the Bryker Woods and surrounding
neighborhoods of West Austin. The
services are offered by volunteers at no
cost to recipients and include transportation, minor home repair, friendly visits,
care calls, grocery shopping and errands.
Called “West Austin Caregivers” until a
few years ago, the newly named “Faith
in Action Caregivers-West Austin” celebrates 25 years of continual service to
the community. Throughout the years,
the mission of the group has remained
steadfast: “to enhance the independence
of older adults”. Volunteers from the

Before

neighborhoods are the heart of the organization. Each volunteer establishes personal limits of time and volunteer service
is very flexible. Many of the volunteers are busy mothers who
have the option of bringing along their children, while other
volunteers are retired, or may still work. The volunteers find
it very rewarding to share time with Ms. Hindman and other
service recipients in West Austin.
Ms. Hindman has seen Bryker Woods’ neighbors come and
go over the years, and enjoys the generosity and friendliness
of her many neighbors, who still check in on her to see how
she’s doing, even assisting with minor tasks around the house.
Her relatives live out of state but regularly keep in touch with
phone calls, and occasionally can visit. Ms Hindman says it
has been the volunteers of Faith in Action Caregivers in West
Austin who have provided the essential services required to
maintain independence and keep living in the lovely neighborhood of Bryker Woods she’s come to know as her home
for 51 years.
Do you know a senior who needs help with transportation to
appointments or the grocery store?
Please contact: Faith in Action Caregivers-West Austin.
472-6339
wa@fiacaregivers.org
www.fiac-westaustin.org

Michael F. Lessner, D.D.S.
Ashley Hopkins, D.D.S.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Our practice has served the central Austin community since
1945 with Bryker Wood neighbor Dr. Michael Lessner leading
the practice since 1993.
2907 Duval Street

2 Blocks from UT Campus

Monday-Friday 8-6 and Saturday 9-1

472-5633

www.brykerwoods.org
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Picnic on the Parkway
Bryker Woods first spring event was a tremendous success
thanks to our lovely neighbors on Belmont Parkway. Live
music provided by our own neighborhood band The Dovetail Joints set the tone while Bryker Woodsians (is that a
word?) enjoyed grilled burgers and hotdogs. Water Monster
gave the kiddos a cool drink and a little splashing fun while
neighbors visited until the stars came out. Gratitude goes to
our generous neighbors who donated their lovely lot, those
who helped with setup and cleanup, and especially the board
members who shopped, handled door and sign-in duty, and
made every attendee feel welcome! Quote of the night: “I
just came to get a hot burger and met my favorite DJ (Chris
Mosser, KVET 98.1) and the owners of the best pizzeria
(HomeSlice owners Stephanie & Lance Morris) – who knew
they were my neighbors?!

July 4th Parade
A huge thank you to all volunteers and families who once
again made the Bryker Woods 4th of July Parade a great
success. On our beautiful partly cloudy summer morning,
Edward Tasch led the way with his unique and always popular green pickup truck. Since Bryker Woods was one of
the few neighborhoods that hosted our parade on Sunday
we actually had a few families join us from other neighborhoods. It was great to see so many smiling faces!
After the parade we all enjoyed doughnuts, popsicles, bagels, coffee, juice, and water. Who knew seven dozen Krispy
Kreme doughnuts would disappear so quickly? YUM!
Thanks to our neighborhood businesses -- Randall’s Grocery
and Coffee Bean & Tea -- for their donations.

www.brykerwoods.org
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Current Homes Pending
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Number of Homes Sold

8

Average Sales Price

$528,116

Highest Sales Price

$855,000

Lowest Sales Price

$242,400

Average Days on Market
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Average Sales Price/SF

$261.33

Lowest Sales Price/SF

$218.13

Highest Sales Price/SF

$304.44

from 921 sq ft to 3,271 sq ft.

Contact me if you are interested in
knowing what your home is worth in
today’s market.
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Information taken from Austin Board of Realtors as of June 30, 2010.
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Your Bryker Woods
Neighbor

2010 Real Estate Statistics t January 1 - June 30
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52 Comerica Bank
53 El Arbol
54 Bank of America
55 Med-Savers Pharmacy

36 Pasta and Co
37 University Cycle
38 Blue Hole
39 Outdoor Theater
40 Snow Beach (Seasonal)
41 Laguna Gloria Museum
42 Tree Tops Day Care
43 Camp Mabry
44 Frisbee Golf
45 Foodheads
46 Capra & Cavelli
47 Things Celtic
48 Russell's Bakery
49 Zimmet Dermatology
50 Brick Oven
51 Hillary Bergman Massage

23 Texas Clothier
24 Dog Park
25 Creek
26 Bailey Park
27 Basketball (Public)
28 Tennis Court (Public)
29 Medical Parkway Printing
30 Yoga
31 Breed and Co
32 Vulcan Video
33 Texas French Bread
34 Brykerwoods Vet
35 Anderson's Coffee

1 Kerbey Lane Cafe
2 Champion Live Oak (b1374)
3 - 10 Cap Metro Bus Stop
11 Greenbelt
12 Bryker Woods Elementary
13 Central Market
14 Wheatsville Co-op
15 Universtity of Texas
16 Draught House
17 Hike and Bike Trail
18 United States Post Office
19 Seton Medical Hospital
20 St. Andrews School
21 Spider House
22 FINO



w w w.moreland.com

Licensed Realtor® since 1994
Austin Native
Specializing in Central Austin
Bryker Woods Resident

years
in Austin real estate

www.brykerwoods.org
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Yes, I want to become a member of the BWNA
Please renew my active membership
I am enclosing my 2010 annual dues:
$100 Bryker Woods Supporter
$50 Bryker Woods Friend
$10 regular household membership
$5 retiree household membership
Other $
Name
Address
Phone
Email
Please mail this form along with a check to:
Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association
c/o Bill Woods, 3211 Funston St., Austin, TX
78703, or you may drop it off in the drop
box on his front porch (thank you for not
putting in the mailbox).
Please indicate your interests below:
Communications/Newsletter
Social gatherings
Zoning issues
Neighborhood Planning
Neighborhood Parks & green spaces
Traffic/Safety
Transportation and Sidewalks
Historic District matters
I/my family would enjoy helping deliver
the newsletter or other neighborhood
information in my area!

gifts - candles - hang bags - picture frames - totes - toys - school supplies - door mats - ecohip candle lanterns - greeting cards - mail boxes - health & beauty supplies - office fun! - journals kitchen ware- hammocks - lamps - gift wrap - large selection of jewelry - clocks - treasure boxes

wanderland
3419 n. lamar blvd.
371.9929 m-s 10-9 sun 11-7

TPDMPTFBOETPNVDIGVO

wine accessories - coasters - baby gifts - coffee and tea accessories - solar lanterns - garden books galore - t-shirts & sandals - furniture - lots of pet stuff - lunch boxes - home decor - silly clever - beautiful - striking - unique - uncommon - interesting - cool - affordable - fun - fun - fun
www.brykerwoods.org

