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Mini-Motels in Bryker Woods?
An Update on Short Term Rentals

VACANCY
By Joyce Basciano
Our residential properties are about to be essentially rezoned to allow
for commercial short-term rentals, (C-STRs).
As reported previously in the Bryker Woods Herald, Short Term Rentals (STRs) are a growing presence in Austin. There are two categories of
STRs. One is the occasional rental of a primary residence by the owner
while the owner is out of town, or the rental of a garage apartment or
‘granny flat’, for a short period (e.g. a week end, a two week period). This
is the owner occupied homesteaded STR. Some Austin residents are
renting their homes during South by Southwest or Austin City Limits
just to get away from the hubbub and noise these events create. The
second category is the STR as a business plan (C-STR) whereby a house
in a residential neighborhood is used as a mini-motel or hotel. That is,
there is a stream of short term renters, which unlike tenants, are typically out of town vacationers there for only a few days or weeks followed
by the next set of guests. In residential neighborhoods where C-STRs
exist, concerns have been raised about impact on nearby neighbors and
the long term effect of removing residential stock (and families) from
Continues on Page 3

IT'S KAB’s Annual Citywide
Cleanup!
SATURDAY, APRIL 14th
Cleanup: 9:00 -11:00
Shoal Creek Covered Gazebo
Volunteer Party: 11:30 – 1:30
Fiesta Gardens, 2100 Jesse E. Segovia St.
• Free lunch • t-shirts • music
• rock climbing wall • environmental exhibits
			
& other fun activities!
Questions?
contact Michele Orr at
DMOrr@austin.rr.com
for more information

NIFTY NEIGHBOR
PROFILE By Irene Pickhardt
Last year on Sunday, September 18th the writer/artist couple of Janice and Tom Shefelman celebrated their wedding anniversary with a
booksigning at Book People. Their book, Honeymoon Hobos: A Journey Around a World that Once Was, chronicles their first year of marriage traveling the globe before they settled down in Austin.
Janice, a school librarian with a love of books, began her writing career
with A Paradise Called Texas, which was a Texas Bluebonnet Award
Nominee.
Tom, a founding member of Shefelman-Nix Architects, has designed
churches, libraries, schools, office buildings, and residences.
When did you move to Bryker Woods? Christmas, 1976.
You designed your own house. Could you tell us a little about that?
Tom: As an architect I believe in listening to the people I'm making
spaces for, including my own family. Although I had visualized a continuous urban house on our half acre lot, my family came up with a
Big House-Little House concept of a rural compound. I embraced the
idea and took it from there.
You each had your own career; how did you start working together?
Janice: I wanted illustrations for my first book, a historical novel for
young readers. Since all three men in my life, Tom and sons Karl and
Daniel, are artists, I asked them to provide drawings as well as a cover
painting. They agreed and thus began a family enterprise.
How do you collaborate on your books?
Janice: For picture books Tom and I discuss possible ideas and choose
one we both feel passionate about. I write the story and revise until I
have a draft we love. Then we divide the story into scenes and pages.
Tom: I make a storyboard of thumbnail sketches showing the entire

Janice and Tom Shefelman, 36-year residents of Bryker Woods

book to see how illustrations flow from page to page. Next I do fullsize drawings for a book dummy with text. At any stage of the process,
words may be changed to fit the illustration or visa versa. After a publisher accepts the proposal, I use those sketches to make watercolor
paintings. For more, please visit Shefelmanbooks.com
What do you like best about living in Bryker Woods?
The modest cottages, friendly neighbors, and central location.
In addition to numerous accolades (including Peddler's Dream being
named a Reading Rainbow book), the Shefelmans find time to give
back to the community. The Green Building Program and The Central Texas Library System are two favorites - and yet they still found
time to design the masthead of your own Bryker Woods Herald. Tom's
design, originally penned in 1989, was transposed into the digital age
by neighbor and Designer Sean Carnegie. You see the results of their
collaboration gracing the front page of every newsletter.

MINI-MOTELS....

continued

the neighborhoods. The city has received numerous complaints regarding C-STRs since the summer of 2009: commercial misuse of
residential property, safety concerns, loud all night parties, violation
of occupancy limits, parking issues, and drug trafficking. Unlike Bed
and Breakfasts (B&B), which are regulated and licensed by the City
and require the owner to be living in the B&B while rooms are being
rented, STRs currently are not regulated and are operating in violation of the Land Development Code – our Code which the city is
failing to enforce.
Many folks in residential neighborhoods do not oppose the owneroccupied homestead type of STR but a growing number are opposed
to the C-STR rental. Austin Land Development Code’s definition of
permissible residential uses in single-family zoning districts states:
“Residential uses include the occupancy of living accommodations
on a non-transient basis”.
The Planning Commission has proposed an ordinance to allow shortterm rentals in single-family neighborhoods, not only for owner-oc-

cupied properties for brief periods, such as during SXSW or ACL,
but also for fulltime investment properties, known as C-STRs. The
Planning Commission’s proposal would allow for 5,000 to 10,000
STRs within Austin neighborhoods. A short-term rental is defined
as a rental for less than 30 days. The Planning Commission’s proposed ordinance will be voted on by the Planning Commission and
the City Council in April. The Austin Neighborhoods Council, which
represents neighborhoods across the City, passed a resolution in November 2011 calling for the regulation of STRs and the prohibition
of C-STRs in residential neighborhoods. Visit www.ANCweb.org to
view the Planning Commission’s proposal and the Austin Neighborhoods Council’s resolution.
If you have questions, contact: Helen Rockenbaugh (crock50@msn.
com) or Mario Cantu (mariocantu@myexcel.com)
Joyce Basciano (JBasciano@austin.rr.com) is a 34 -year resident of Bryker
Woods and the Past President of the Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association
and the Mopac Neighborhoods Action Committee.

Picnic on the Parkway
Sunday, April 15th 5pm – 8pm
Cul-de-sac at the end of Belmont Parkway
This fun neighborhood tradition continues another year to launch
Springtime in Austin’s greatest neighborhood! Bring your lawn chairs
and whatever you’re thirsty for – grilled hotdogs, hamburgers and
veggie burgers will be provided by the BWNA.
Bryker Woods’ own Dovetail Joints will provide terrific live music,
and we’ll have a hip new twist this year: Our neighbors to the north
on Burnet Road, Roll On Sushi Diner (www.RollOnSushiDiner.com)
are so generously providing us with a cool live sushi rolling station
doing traditional and Austin fusion sushi – YUM!

Helpful hints: walk, bike, scooter or skate to the party, as spots to
park are limited. Be sure to leave Fifi and Fido at home as lots of Bryker Babies will be crawling about. Thank you for generously tipping the
band – they make the party!

families grow, houses grow with them
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Do You Remember... Bryker Woods Nursery School?
One can just imagine for those 15 years mothers and fathers from
Austin pulling up to the curb twice a day to drop-off or pick up
their children. It must have been great to have the sound of children erupting twice a day for all those years. During the mornings, the backyard would become a playground of swings, sandbox
competitions, and the annual and popular children’s art show. Mrs.
Sisto would display the children’s paintings along the backyard
wood fence, and the families would come and see the work of their
budding artists. The school became well known, and was booked
up years in advance when Mrs. Sisto decided to retire in the mid1970s. Rumor has it Bryker Woods Nursery School was so popular
even Luci Johnson considered enrolling her children -- of course,
having Secret Service agents camped out in front wouldn't have
3212 Oakmont Blvd

Bryker Woods, besides being a wonderful neighborhood to live in,
continually shows its rich history in surprising discoveries. While
meeting with the owner of the duplex at 3212 Oakmont Blvd, it
was learned that his mother, Polly Sisto, used to run a popular and
successful nursery school for 15 years out of the home. Beginning
in 1959 until she retired in the mid-1970s, Polly welcomed 3 and
4 year olds for a half-day program during the school year. In 1960
she began a summer school, open until mid-July each summer.

enhanced the small neighborhood feel of the program!
Like the children who attended the school, who have grown into
adults, the house is a few years older, but its walls still seem to echo
with the joy of children, and its history in Bryker Woods as a young
people’s school and a place to call home.
For the first time in over 50 years, this home will soon be on the
market, listed by longtime Bryker Woods resident Linda Godinez
(LGodinez@sbcglobal.net). It will be ready for new inhabitants
and the next chapter in its colorful existence!

I've invited one of my nephews to come visit this spring
for FIVE DAYS. He comes from a bad home situation,
so I want to make this a fun event. Only problem: I have
not one clue what to do with an 8-year-old boy, and all
my friends have either babies or girls. He's not particularly athletic, though I know he likes swimming. The
bats have migrated for the winter, and the swimming
holes are too cold. Do any of you have any suggestions
for activities in or around Austin that he might enjoy?
Dear Gentle Reader: Bryker

tacular exhibits of dinosaurs, in-

You might check into the pos-

The Umlauf Sculpture Garden

Woods is the PERFECT place to

cluding a gigantic pterosaur fossil

sibility of a YMCA membership

and Museum is lovely and offers

entertain children, be they young

hung from the ceiling Their gift

for the time he is here; the Town

lots of options for exploration.

or just young at heart! Catching

shop is especially fun for kids.

Lake Y has a terrific indoor pool.

The Nature and Science Center

Underground Bowling at UT is a

the Long Center (if the weather is

(in Zilker Park) and the Splash!

nice way to spend some time –

a little warm).

exhibit at Barton Springs are

during certain hours they have

both interesting. The Splash! Ex-

the black lights on, which gives a

hibit is at the old bath house next

lovely glow experience.

tadpoles in Shoal Creek, walking or biking to Central Market
(using the wonderful new path
under 34th Street), and playing
on the Bryker Woods School
Playground are some immediate
thoughts. Here are more ideas
from brilliant neighbors:
Ride the bus! Go to http://www.
capmetro.org/planner/ and type
in your home address, then the
address where you’d like to go.
We have three bus stops right
around Bryker Woods and kids
LOVE the adventure – plus it’s

to the Springs -- and both the
little train and the playground
are great choices.
The Austin Children's Museum
has fabulous exhibits and would
even let him practice being a bat.

The turtle pond and fountains on
the UT campus can be fun to
explore. There are also lots of
great statues.
The capitol complex and nearby
Texas Capitol Visitors Center

The Wildflower Center has lots of

have various displays and infor-

paths, a kid's room with activities

mation that can be most enter-

going on at certain times, and

taining for all.

only $1 to ride!

some cool exhibits.

If he likes dinosaurs, don't miss

The LBJ Museum has models, ar-

GREAT fun and the shows they

tifacts, and displays that children

offer can be attractions in and of

tend to think are cool.

themselves, both in the iMax and

the Texas Memorial Museum on
the UT campus. It has truly spec-

The Bob Bullock museum is

the Spirit Theater.

The Dancing Water display near

Mayfield Park (lots of paths, all
the ponds, peacocks)
Mount Bonnell (How many steps
up? The sloping trail down).
So glad my brilliant genius (and
that of our neighbors) was able
to be of assistance to you. Have a
great visit with your nephew!

Mighty Texas Dog Walk
Gets Hairy!
This year’s Mighty Texas Dog Walk, on Saturday, April 7th at Auditorium Shores is more than walking the most dogs for a third Guinness World Record for Texas.

EEK!

There’s a PIGEON in
my KITCHEN!!

Mention this ad for $20 off your first visit!

Hillary Bergman
Therapeutic Massage
Specializing in chronic pain relief

OR... Another way a kind neighbor saved the day
For a girl who married into a family of veterinarians, I certainly
am not what you’d call an “animal person.” I adored my childhood
cocker-poo and stood in awe as my brother revived our family goldfish with his tinkle – but that’s another article. Needless to say, I was
a political science major for a reason – written word over furry herd
any day for this gal.
Fast-forward a few decades and I find myself in my dream home
within our gorgeous park-like neighborhood. Coming in from our
back yard one morning last spring, something fluffed up the back of
my neck as I was opening the kitchen door. I vigorously shook my
head and ducked as what felt like a Lear jet flew over me. Envision
Alfred Hitchcock’s The Birds – that was all my mind’s eye could
conjure as I cranked up my Lamaze breathing and tried to retain
consciousness. As my eyes came into focus, I spotted the culprit’s
wide wings of steely gray. It made a runway out of our kitchen table.
A bird? A plane? A PIGEON?
I widely opened the door to the garage and ran around back to close
off entry from the kitchen to the rest of the house. The only thing
worse than a Pigeon in your Kitchen is a Pigeon and Its Droppings
Throughout Your Entire Home.
If I waited any longer, I would be late to pick up my son from preschool. I just knew that while I was gone, the bird would fly back out
through the garage and out of my life forever!
We returned home and peered through the kitchen window to make
sure the coast was clear. No movement, no sharp talons, no fierce,
beady eyes – we were safe! I walked into the kitchen and reached
for the peanut butter to make my little one a sandwich and out of
the cabinet shrieks PPLLWWWWWWW!!!!!! (Or whatever sound
a pigeon makes when it is attacking an innocent woman in her own
house). I ran screaming into the back yard. And kept screaming!
My five year old was in awe of how well I was handling the situation
and started crying himself. Deep breaths, a few more screams, and
I knew I needed help. I grabbed Patrick’s hand and ran across the
street to my wonderful neighbor. She is a very smart attorney and
knew immediately what to do: Call the City of Austin Animal Control. 311 directed me to the Town Lake Animal Shelter. After the

woman at the Animal Shelter stopped laughing, she suggested I call
a pest control company. The pest control operator told me this was
right up their alley – they could be at my house in about four hours
and it would cost $75. Cha-ching – wrong answer!
At this point my wonderful neighbor reminded me she was hostessing a party that night and was needed in her own kitchen, so she
sent me home with a broom and the assurance that I could handle
this situation on my own. Slightly shaking, I took the broom in one
hand and my preschooler in the other and marched across the street,
praying for a better answer. Well, folks: seek and ye shall find!
New neighbors had moved in to the rental house next door and we
hadn’t had the chance to meet. They just happened to be standing
in the driveway as we were crossing the street, so we smiled. Not
judging the weird lady carrying a broom around the neighborhood,
they smiled back and said hi. Happy to avoid the current scene in
my house, I introduced myself to Lauren and Brian. Little Patrick
wasted no time in announcing “Guess what? There’s a pigeon in our
kitchen!”
I explained the situation and Brian laughed “Wow – that’s right up
Lauren’s alley! She was a biology major and loves stuff like this.” Do
you know the sound of heaven singing, friends? Well, I do – and it
sounds just like that.
Lovely Lauren walked into the kitchen with a big towel. She approached the frightened bird and gently wrapped him up. She then
placed the package into Patrick’s arms and let him proudly carry it to
the back yard. I watched this scene crouched behind the door frame,
whispering prayers of gratitude.
Patrick unwrapped the towel and the perplexed bird strutted
around. My son was sure he saw the animal smile as he flew away.
What would we do without wonderful neighbors?
(P.S. It turns out we actually had a DOVE in our kitchen – but “pigeon” rhymes so much better.)
Celeste Hubert is an 8-year resident of Bryker Woods and editor of
the neighborhood newsletter.

Organizers have added three New Guinness World Record attempts:
- Biggest Fur Ball (Sponsored by Mud Puppies) Your dog's hair can
help us bring a new Guinness World Record to Austin! - Brush your
dog and help us build the Ball!

1510 W. 34 th St #206
hbergmanmassage.com
512-921-8500
Texas Massage License #033887

- Most Dogs Sitting Simultaneously - Sponsor this Ring!
- Most Dogs Wearing the Same Bandana (provided by Petco!)
Dog and family friendly sponsors like Petco, Purina and Mud Puppies will be back sharing samples and information for dogs and their
best friends. The popular Groovy Dog Bakery’s Doggie Cake Walk
will be back as will the Canine Center for Training and Behavior’s
cool Agility Course. Try it out with your pooch.
Proceeds benefit nonprofit Texas Hearing and Service Dogs, now in
its 24th year of turning strays into stars that assist disabled Texans.
Learn more and register at www.servicedogs.org.
http://twitter.com/txservicedogs
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Texas-Hearing-and-ServiceDogs/62699633773

THE

Delivering Pies To
for 35 Years!

478-5712
603 W 29th

$3
off
any large
(with this ad)

www.ConansPizza.com
Join our Email Newsletter for Exclusive Offers

From a
Neighbor...
City Ordinance § 3-4-6
DEFECATION BY A DOG OR CAT.
"An owner or handler shall promptly
remove and sanitarily dispose of
feces left on public or private
property by a dog or cat being
handled by the person, other than
property owned by the owner or
handler of the dog or cat."
Potential fine: Up to $500

Living In Livable
Spaces: Re-Creating
Our Neighborhoods

National Center for Missing & Exploited Children website and teach
your child – in a non-threatening manner – how to avoid and handle bad situations. Another idea: when my daughter and her friends
go outside, they take the dogs with them. And use cell phones for
regular scheduled contact.

For a moment, think about this: Americans live their lives – day
after day, year after year – almost entirely indoors. It’s not that we
don’t get outside – a walk around the block, soccer on Saturday.
Any time of day, however, look at your neighborhood streets and ask
yourself: does anyone actually live here?

A big one: Stop driving your kids to school. Find a good route and
walk your young child. Organize a group. Make this an adventure
— it’s amazing what you discover when traveling at human speeds.
Even better – help older kids organize a walk or bike to school
posse. And when your child is running around the neighborhood,
use social networking tools – texting, Twitter, whatever – for real
time tracking. Plus, with your doors and windows open you’ll know
what’s going on outside.

by Steven Blaisdell

The implications of this are particularly important for children.
The explosion of obesity and diabetes from a sedentary lifestyle is
well known, but there are other consequences of the shift to 24/7
existence indoors. For example: A recent study asserted that obesity
rates were partly due to the body not working to warm up or cool
down indoors. Another study found that exercise outdoors produces
“greater...revitalization...energy and positive engagement, decrease[d]
tension, confusion, anger and depression” than exercise indoors.
Studies have also connected the 68% increase in nearsightedness
to time spent in artificial lighting, because humans need sunlight
for normal eye development. And don’t forget vitamin D deficiencies. Because kids can meet daily needs through sun exposure on
the skin, maybe the problem isn’t getting enough milk, but being
outside. Evidence also shows that “...green outdoor activities resulted
in reduced [ADHD] symptoms...than [in] other settings.” Green settings like lawns, arroyos and parks in our neighborhoods.
Most parents, however, don’t have the time or energy for constant
supervision of their kid’s activities. What we do have....is our neighborhoods. And I think everyone has heard (or made) statements like these:
“We used to run outdoors all the time when we were kids.”
Then: “You don’t see kids outside anymore.”
We want our children to be independent, creative, and socially responsible; we encourage kids to take control of and responsibility
for their lives. So how can kids develop these critical social/emotional
skills if they don’t practice in a natural ecology with appropriate supervision and freedom? Unfortunately, supervision has gone to the extreme so that our neighborhoods have become vacant no-man’s land.
So what are the solutions? Safety is a real issue that must be addressed. At the same time, children must experience appropriate
risk to develop personal responsibility and sense of place in the
world. So what can parents do to reinvent living neighborhoods
where kids aren’t stuck behind locked doors and windows, possibly
diagnosed ADHD or bipolar and given powerful medications?
Some ideas: First: turn off the TV and put a one hour limit on recreational screen time. Second: install mesh screens in your doors and
windows, and keep them open until it’s too hot. Use fans, drink cool
drinks, and open your house to the world. (Maybe you remember
how inviting an unlocked screen door is to a kid?)
For safety, the buddy system is mandatory. Kids should play outside
in groups (teach your child how to do this him/herself). Go to the

Steven
LPC
StevenBlaisdell
Blaisdell MA,
MA, LPC

Adult and Adolescent Counseling and Therapy

Adult and Adolescent Counseling and Therapy
Individuals, Family and Couples

Individual, Family, and Couples

Or – visit your neighbors, perhaps the ones where the kids happen to
be. How about sitting outside and watching the world go by, sipping a
frosty beverage? Go ahead – give that lawn furniture a whirl. Perhaps
if we spend more time outdoors, our children might to do the same.
Most of all, open your house and heart to the world outside. If children grow up in a double bind where what they’re told (be bold!
independent! brave!) is contradicted by the constraints of a life
spent indoors, there’s no one to blame when our efforts result in less
than desirable results. It’s time re-create the joy and wonder of living, breathing local ecologies. It’s time to bring the life back to our
neighborhoods.
Steven Blaisdell is Austin area therapist specializing in adolescent issues, as
well as the father of a wonderful twelve year old daughter. An Austin resident
since 1993, Blaisdell has always admired the unique neighborhood feel and has
a soft spot for the sounds of children being children – outside!

UPCOMING COMMANDERS
FORUM
McCallum High School, 5600 Sunshine Dr, 78756
Cafeteria/Conference Room Tuesday, May 8, 2012 – 6:30-8 p.m.
The APD officer in charge of Bryker Woods & surrounding areas:
Sgt. Alfred Trejo #2961 Austin Police Department
Region 1 District Representatives (Baker/Ida)
512-974-6848 alfred.trejo@austintexas.gov
The Commanders Forum is a quarterly meeting held by the APD
Commanders in charge of a particular region. The support Commander is in charge of support units in the Region (detectives, District reps, Metro Tactical Units, etc…). The patrol Commander is in
charge of all patrol officers (street officers) in the region. All District
Representatives attend and are introduced so that residents can become familiar with which officer to contact if the need ever arises.
At the meeting, one of the Commanders usually addresses crime
statistics for your neighborhood. If there are any crime trends or
specific hot spots of crime present in your neighborhood, those are
discussed as well. Sometimes presentations are given from other
units within the police department. Residents are given the opportunity to ask the Commander anything regarding problems in their
neighborhood or any questions regarding the police in general.

Innovative
forLife's
Life’sProblems
Problems
InnovativeSolutions
Solutions for
www.stevenblaisdell.com
www.stevenblaisdell.com
512.413.8908

512.413.8908

Every Monday

ANY BOTTLE,
HALF-OFF,
ALL DAY.
Join us for lunch, dinner or
happy hour on Mondays for half-off
all bottles of wine, all day long.

russellsbistro.com, 512-467-7877
1601 W. 38TH ST. #1

