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Bryker Woods Annual 
Neighborhood  
Association Meeting

When- 9:00-10:30 a.m.
Sat, Nov. 17, 2012
Where- Bryker Woods 
Elementary School Cafeteria, 

The Neighborhood Night Out party in October was SUCH a great way 
to spend a Tuesday evening. From climbing all over the fire truck to 
enjoying delicious Conan’s Pizza to taking pictures with our area po-
lice officers and their cool car to sampling the scrumptious delicacies 
generously supplied by Olive & June and wonderful Russell’s Bistro, 
there were unlimited ways to have tons of fun!

Thanks to our excellent neighbors who worked to make it all come 
together under the leadership of our Bryker Woods Neighborhood As-
sociation President, Sita Lakshminaryan:

Three generations partied under the perfect sunset. Our neighbor-
hood businesses, especially Conan's Pizza, Russell's Bistro, and Olive 
& June, made this FREE event possible, so please visit them often, give 
them five stars on Yelp, and when you are there, tell the manager you 
appreciate them supporting our neighborhood.

Annette Graves, without whom 
we would have no party!   

*** CONAN'S PIZZA***

Wade Williams, who provided 
the perfect music (the acoustic 
guitar got rave reviews!) 

***RUSSELL'S BISTRO***

Mrs. Dorothy Cavett, for the 
Funfetti Cupcakes   

***OLIVE & JUNE***

Michael Curry, for always 
showing up early & staying late

Joyce Basciano, for going the 
extra mile in set up & clean up

The Barton Family, for organiz-
ing our kids’ activities

Anita Sadun, Outstanding 
Photographer

Bryker Drive Neighbors who 
let us party on their street & in 
their driveways = )

Best Party in Bryker –
Neighborhood National Night Out!

The annual BWNA breakfast meeting is a great opportunity for you to 
learn more about neighborhood association's activities in the past year, 
meet your neighbors and board members, participate in the board elec-
tions, learn how you can get more involved with your neighborhood as-
sociation and renew your memberships. 
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Yes, I want to become an active member of the BWNA        Please renew my active membership

I am enclosing my 2013 annual dues:      $100 Bryker Woods Supporter    $50 Bryker Woods Friend    

$20 regular household membership    $10 retiree household membership      Other $

Name

Address                      Phone

Email

Please mail this form along with a check to: Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association, c/o Bill Woods, 
3211 Funston St., Austin, TX 78703, or you may drop it off in the drop box on his front porch (thank you for not 
putting in the mailbox). 

Please indicate your interests below:

Communications/Newsletter

Social gatherings

Zoning issues      

Neighborhood Planning

Transportation and Sidewalks

Historic District matters     

Neighborhood Parks & green spaces

Traffic/Safety

Nature Club  

I/my family would enjoy helping deliver the newsletter or other neighborhood information in my area!

Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association

Support your neighborhood! Join us today! 

Mention this ad for $20 off your first visit!

Hillary Bergman
Therapeutic Massage

Specializing in chronic pain relief

1510 W. 34th St #206
hbergmanmassage.com

512-921-8500
Texas Massage License #033887

Neighborhood Night Out 2012



www.brykerwoods.org

4

by Jerry Balaka 

We are trying to raise 
some funds to finish the 
island at Jefferson and 34th 
and make it into a pocket 
park.  Some of the missing 
pieces from our long-term plan 
are a limestone native plant 
bed (like what they have on 
display at the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center), stepping 
stones, a park bench.  Eventually, 
there is also a plan to build 
a chimney swift tower.  

So far, we have installed a water backflow protector, a 
faucet to water the plants.  The dirt was on the island was re-graded 
and enriched with mulch.  Thirty shrubs, native grasses, a burr oak 
were planted.  Recently, an irrigation system was installed.  The 
funds for all this were donated by the neighborhood association, 
some donations from residents and donated labor.

Now we are hoping neighbors in the area can make some contribu-
tions to finish the project. A web page was set up at www.BrykerIs-
lands.org with some photos and a paypals button.  

If we can get some contributions soon, a native plant bed can be 
planted this fall.  This will flowers and add color to the area.  It will 
be a habitat for humming birds and butterflies.  It will also be an idea 
generating area for area neighbors on how to beautify your landscap-
ing without using a lot of water.
People can also make suggestions on other projects we can do.  So 
far, a tree was planted at the elementary school and on the island at 
Bryker and 30th Street.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please email or call me: 
Jerry Balaka 512 453 1072 jerry_balaka@hotmail.com

Please go to the website ( www.BrykerIslands.org ) and make a gener-
ous donation, and we can finish the project. All funds will go directly 
to the project, and you will see the improvements soon (if we can 
raise the money).

Thank you!

Pocket Park 
Fund Drive 

Brick Oven on 35th Street 
1608 W 35th street  •  512-453-4330 
Mon. - Sat. 11am-10pm  •  Sun. 11am-9pm 

www.brickovenon35th.com

We’re Social...

$2.50 OFF 
any large pizza or 

any gluten-free pizza

Try one of our lunch specials
With a salad for only $7.50

Mon. Lasagna
Tues.  Fettuchini Alfredo
Wed. Manicotti
Thurs.  Spiniach Ravioli
Fri. Lasagna 

Text “BRICKOVEN”

to 90210

For Discounts

and Special Offers 

Project BudBurst is an opportunity to share 
observations about our local plants in a na-

tional data base.  Here’s all you need to do to 
contribute; select a plant; determine the plant’s 
location (a neat excuse for using that GPS fea-
ture on your smart phone, or just type in the 

location), make an observation and enter your 
information online.  More information on Proj-
ect BudBurst is available at http://neoninc.org/
budburst/getstarted.php. The haiku from this 

website sums it all up.

People watching plants
Contributing to research

Join Project BudBurst

Calling all
Bryker Woods

Citizen
Scientists!



www.brykerwoods.org www.brykerwoods.org

6 7

Saturday Morning Waffles
Recipe submitted by Thomas Carnegie, Age 6

Sift dry ingredients together. Beat egg yolks and combine with milk. 
Add to the dry mixture, then beat until batter is smooth. Add melted 
butter and fold in stiffly beaten egg whites. Preheat waffle iron. Bake 
waffles until no steam escapes from iron. Serve with syrup.

2 c pastry flour
4 tsp baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt
2 Tblsp. Sugar

2 Eggs
1 1/4 cups milk
6 Tblsp Butter (melted)

Cooking Corner

$3 off
any large

(with this ad)

Join our Email Newsletter for Exclusive Offers

Delivering Pies To

for 35 Years!

www.ConansPizza.com

478-5712
603 W 29th

THE

Sherif grew up in Brooklyn, New York, and moved to Texas for work 
more than 15 years ago. He didn’t plan on staying in Texas – his goal 
was to continue west and eventually settle in California. However, 
he came at a time when the city was booming economically, and 
he bonded with many people his age. “There was a salsa-merengue 
place called ‘Miguel’s La Bodega” where my friends and I hung out 
on Thursday nights to see a band called “The Brew.” One night I 
was seated beside this woman and we struck up a conversation. We 
became so engrossed that we lost track of everything that was go-
ing on around us.”  Laura, who grew up in Houston & came here for 
post-doctorate work at UT, has a private practice in psychology. She 
provides individual, couples, and group therapy from her nearby of-
fice – another benefit of our geography is its proximity to Austin’s 
foremost medical community.
 
So will the Ebadys ever be on the other side of that meeting – where 
their neighbors will be giving them feedback on remaining true to 
Bryker Woods’ style?
 
“We’ve been thinking about remodeling for several years and it’s go-
ing to happen at some point. We love this neighborhood, and this is 
where we will stay.”
 
Editor’s Note: If you receive a notice in the mail regarding renova-
tions or demolition of property nearby, please participate in the feed-
back process. Contact any member of the BWNA Zoning Committee: 
Derek Barcinski (DBarcinski@aol.com), Joyce Basciano (JBasciano@
austin.rr.com) or Anita Sadun (AGSadun@sbcglobal.net).

Bull Creek
Road Coalition

“I Love This Neighborhood More 
Than My House” 
By Celeste Hubert

At a gathering of neighbors earlier this year, a gentleman sat quietly 
in the corner. The meeting took place to help give new homeowners 
guidelines on the “Bryker Woods Style” – specifically how they could 
build their house to fit well in the neighborhood, pass through the 
City of Austin permitting process, and stay within the McMansion 
Ordinance requirements while still maintaining their dreams for a 
family homestead.

 
Neighbors are encouraged to give positive feedback on plans for prop-
erties that affect their land – runoff challenges, side and backyard 
views, and fence height and material are all details that are much 
more easily amended BEFORE the building process begins. However, 
the person I observed didn’t comment on any of these areas.
 
At the end of the meeting, our hostess turned to him to ask, “Do you 
have anything to add?” His reply resonated with me: “I would simply 
encourage the homeowners to do all they can to stay within the scale 
and context of the neighborhood. This neighborhood is special. I love 
this neighborhood more than my house.”
 
Sherif Ebady has been our neighbor since the summer of 2003. He 
and his wife, Laura, purchased their first home as a married couple 
here, as they wanted to be within easy distance of her job at the Uni-
versity of Texas. They were looking for a well-established neighbor-
hood and found ours to be a perfect fit. “What I appreciated about 
Bryker Woods is that it is so well treed – and we really like the older 
homes on good sized lots. We also love the mixture of different types 
of people – old and young, families with kids, families without. Bryk-
er Woods has a little bit of an artist feel to it – these are things I’ve 
learned that I didn’t initially know about when we first moved to the 
area. I also appreciate the degree of community involvement here. It's 
made me want to take a more active role myself. The neighborhood 
association (BWNA) is active in keeping on top of development in the 
neighborhood, and the people that live here are active in the goings 
on. They really care about the neighborhood and participate.”
 

The Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association (BWNA)  
was recently informed that a major development of  
the State land along Bull Creek (just a few blocks  
North of 35th St) is being planned. As a result of  
this, Bryker Woods has joined the Bull CreekRoad Coalition (BCRC) 
so that we may have some input into the process.

Please read the information below and then go to the Survey Link and 
register your opinion. BEFORE filling out the survey, be sure to look at 
the site plan and what is being proposed. If you would like to serve on 
Bryker Woods' BCRC Committee, email me directly at Sita_Lakshmi-
narayan@yahoo.com. Thank you.
 
The following survey has been prepared for the members of the Bull 
Creek Road Coalition, which is currently comprised of six Neighbor-
hood Associations: Ridgelea, Rosedale, Oakmont, Allandale, Bryker 
Woods, Highland Park West/Balcones Area as well as the West-
minster Manor Residents’ Association. The mission of the BCRC 
is"improving the overall quality of life of the Austin central city 
citizens and Neighborhood Associations that are adjacent to or are 
affected by the State of Texas land tracts immediately south of 45th St 
and east of Bull Creek Road.”

The below survey is being distributed to the BCRC member organiza-
tions; it is the start of a process of creating a cohesive neighborhood 
vision for the future of the state land tracts. The results of the survey 
(and follow-up meetings) will be used to guide the BCRC as we engage 
and respond to potential developers, as well as state and local officials, 
during what is likely to be a lengthy public review and negotiation 
process. 

Please view the conceptual site/land use plan at the link below prior to 
completing the survey.
Site Plan www.main.org/oakmont/images/2012_09_10_BULL_
CREEK.pdf
Survey: www.surveymonkey.com/s/BCRC-StateLandSurvey



Do You Remember when... 

Shoal Creek

Michael F. Lessner, D.D.S.
Ashley Hopkins, D.D.S.

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Our practice has served the central Austin 
community since 1945 with Bryker Wood
neighbor Dr. Michael Lessner leading the 

practice since 1993.

2907 Duval Street        2 Blocks from UT Campus

Monday-Friday 8-6 and Saturday 9-1
   472-5633

Stay-at-home
Mom

Stay-at-home
Hair

folks swam in it and fished it...and ate the fish?  I've talked to two peo-
ple who did that just before the City built a sewer line down its center 
from 29th St to 15th St circa 1960.  

I'm collecting testimonials as part of a long-range endeavor to restore 
Shoal Creek to the glory of its heyday, as exemplified by photos below 
taken probably near the turn of the 20th Century.  What I have found 
surprising is that swimming and fishing didn't disappear soon after 
they were taken but continued until relatively recently.  

The condition of Shoal Creek today is sad indeed, with what little 
water that stays around polluted by E coli, but I'm convinced that it 
doesn't need to stay that way.  Please help me gather the data neces-
sary to fully understand what it was like and what happened to it so 
we can better evaluate what can be done to fix its problems. 

And forward this request to others who lived near and/or visited the 
Creek and its watersheds such as Pease Park and the Shoal Creek 
Greenbelt.

Thanks!
Monnie Anderson
Pease Park Conservancy
512-474-4134   512-426-7517
monnieanderson@austin.rr.com
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To List Serv Or Not To List Serv? 
That Is The (Yahoo Groups) Question!

Your BWNA Board 
of Directors has es-
tablished two Yahoo 
Groups to keep us all 
better informed.  The 
oldest Group, which has 
over 300 members, is 
for general postings in 
the neighborhood.  This 
may include things like 
asking for a handyman 
recommendation, form-
ing a walking group, 
informing everyone of 
the Shoal Creek Cleanup, 
the July 4th Parade, yard/
garage sales, safety in the 
neighborhood issues (like 

Neighborhood Watch postings), lost animals, and the occasional 
one-time sale of items like furniture, cars, computers,  etc.  You may 
join this Group by going to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Bryker-
Woods/ and logging into Yahoo and joining the Group, or by sending 
an email to: BrykerWoods-subscribe@yahoogroups.com .  We are 
hoping all 800 homes in Bryker Woods will join. It's a GREAT way to 
stay informed of what's going on in Bryker Woods.

The second Group is for advertising, both personal and Commercial.  
This might include a neighbor who wants to teach piano lessons 
from home, baby-sit on a regular basis, information from one of the 
businesses in our neighborhood, or if you know of a good deal at a 
local business and want to inform your neighbors.  You may join 

this Group by sending an email to:Brykerwoods-Ads-Subscribe@
yahoogroups.com  While this Group is geared toward the "commer-
cial" side, we want every neighbor who has an interest to join as well.  
There's no reason you can't be a member of both Groups.

To become a member of either BWNA Group, you must reside with-
in the boundaries of the Neighborhood Association.  Only members 
may post to either group.  When joining either Group, you must pro-
vide your residence/business address which will be confirmed by one 
of our Moderators before approving your request.

When posting, please remember to put in a SUBJECT of your post.  
This allows those who are not interested in that subject to delete 
without reading.  Also, if someone posts a question which is not of a 
general nature, you might consider replying to that person individu-
ally, rather than hitting the "reply all" button and replying to the 
Group as a whole.

Also, don't forget:  The Board also sponsors our website with LOTS 
of history and information about Bryker Woods:  www.brykerwoods.
org. It's a great place to learn about our neighborhood!

If you are interested in helping BWNA further develop its webpage 
to become more comprehensive, please let us know.  We are looking 
for people who have "webmaster" experience and who would like to 
work on a committee to come up with new ideas and new, more ef-
ficient ways of communicating to the entire neighborhood.
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1 Kerbey Lane Cafe
2 Live Oak (1374)
3 Bus Stop
4  Hayden Avery
5 Conan's Pizza
6 34th St Cafe
7  Wanderland
8 Spirit Fitness
9 - 10 Bus Stop
11 Greenbelt
12 BW Elementary

13 Central Market
14 Wheatsville Co-op
15 Universtity of TX
16 Draught House
17 Hike and Bike Trail
18 Post Office
19 Seton Hospital
20 St. Andrews
21 Spider House

22 FINO
23 Texas Clothier
24 Dog Park  
25 Creek 
26 Bailey Park
27 Basketball
28 Tennis Court
29 Medical Parkway Printing
30 Yoga
31 Breed and Co
32 Vulcan Video
33 TX French Bread
34 Brykerwoods Vet
35 Anderson's Coffee
36 Pasta and Co
37 University Cycle
38 Blue Hole
39 Outdoor Theater

40 Snow Beach 
41 Laguna Gloria
42 Tree Tops LearningCenter
43 Camp Mabry
44 Frisbee Golf
45 Foodheads
46 Capra & Cavelli
47 Things Celtic
48 Russell's Bakery
49 Zimmet Dermatology
50 Brick Oven
51 Hillary Bergman Massage
52 Comerica Bank
53 Olive and June
54 Bank of America
55 Med-Savers
56 Wetstone Spa

For those who are looking to become 
more involved in our community, 
consider serving on a neighborhood 
committee. Our current groups include 
Safety, Social, Zoning, Neighborhood 
Planning, Beautification, and Newsletter 
Delivery. Your time commitment is only 
as much as you wish to donate, and there 
are opportunities throughout the year 
to get involved. Contact Bill Woods at 
Osote3211@Gmail.com for more details.

BRYKERWOODS. CLOSE TO ANYTHING. AND EVERYTHING.
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join us for sunday night dinner!
featuring new locally-sourced specialties each week!

dinners served family-style, perfect for sharing with loved ones.

$35 per adult, kids under 12, gratis! • reservations recommended 

3411 glenview ave. | austin, tx 78703 | 512 467 9898 | www.oliveandjune-austin.com

Before 

After

  ► Coffee Bar     ► Wi-Fi Access     ► Resource Center 
           ► Open Computer Lab   ► Training Workshops 

Visit the 
Recovery Café  

and 

Computer Access       
& Training Lab 

For more information, check us 
out on the web at www.cforr.org 

or call us at (512) 758 – 7686! 

Our Peer Recovery   
Support Center is     

located in Hyde Park at 
41st and Guadalupe in 

Building 635 

Communities for Recovery, an Austin based non-profit 
Peer Recovery Support organization, is now         

providing new resources for the recovery                
community in Central Texas. 

Communities for Recovery    ◊   4110 Guadalupe, Bldg. 635    ◊   Austin, TX 78751 
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